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On  this  first  question  and  answer  day  of  the  new  year,  questions  about 
family  financial  plans  are  up  for  consideration. 

You  may  "be  interested  to  know  that  for  the  first  time  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  published  a  pamphlet  to  help  farm  families  plan  their  living  for 
the  year  19 38.    You  are  welcome  to  a  copy  of  this  pamphlet  as  long  as  the  free 
supply  lasts.     To  get  your  copy  write  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washin- 
ton,  D.   C.  ,  and  ask  for  Miscellaneous  publication  No.   287  called  "Earn  Family 
Living  Outlook  for  I93S."    Once  more  —  "Farm  Family  Living  Outlook  for  IQ38," 
Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  287. 

As  you  may  know,  in  farm  family  records  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  1937 
goes  down  as  a  "good  year."    Net  farm  money  income  for  living  expenses  and  for 
getting  ahead  financially  has  "been  greater  than  in  any  year  since  1929-  The 
outlook  for  1938  is  for  a  rather  less  prosperous  year  for  the  farmer.  Total 
income  from  farm  marketings  and  production  expenses  may  rise  slightly.     So  in 
I93S  farm  money  income  may  he  lower  than  in  1937 • 

The  outlook  report  comments  that  farm  families  will  be  wise  to  plan  ahead 
for  saving  cash  'by  increasing  the  home  food  supply  from  orchard  to  garden, 
poultry  flock  and  dairy  herd.     A  recent  farm  family  living  study  revealed  that 
the  money  value  of  farm  furnished  food  was  from  $200  to  ahove  $500.     And  the 
family  food  supplied  "by  the  farm  makes  farm  diets  in  general  superior  to  diets 
of  village  and  city  families.     In  other  words,  one  of  the  best  things  ahout 
"being  on  a  farm  is  that  the  outlook  for  the  family  table  is  always  better  than 
is  the  outlook  for  the  table  of  the  city  family  with  the  same  income.  With 
only  a  moderate  outlay  of  cash  and  labor  the  farm  can  supply  the  fresh  fruits, 
vegetables,   eggs,  milk,  and  other  protective  foods  so  important  for  health  but 
often  expensive  to  "buy. 

Now  here  are  a  few  facts  given  in  the  outlook  report  that  may  help  in 
making  food  or  diet  plans  for  193^: 

Flour,   rice,  and  some  other  cereal  products  are  expected  to  average  lower 
in  price  in  1938  because  of  the  abundant  grain  crops  of  1937-     Meat  prices  will 
probably  average  lower  in  1 38  than  ' 37  though  the  lower  prices  are  likely  to 
occur  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.     But  the  relatively  high  meat  prices  early 
in  I938  will  trouble  farm  families  less  than  city  families  because  farm  families 
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have  home-produced  meat,  poultry,   eggs,  and  dairy  products.     And  as  always ,  the 
homemaker  may  save  on  her  meat  hill  by  choosing  the  more  economical  kinds, 
grades,  and  aits.     In  case  the  home-canned  vegetable  supply  runs  low,  you  may 
he  glad  to  know  that  canned  vegetables  are  good  huys  this  winter.     Larger  sup- 
plies of  canned  vegetables  are  on  hand  than  last  year  and  prices  are  from  20  to 
25  percent  below  last  year.     The  jjresont  supply  of  canned  corn  is  the  second 
biggest  on  record  and  there  has  also  been  a  record  production  of  snap  beans  for 
canning. 

Dry  beans,  too,  will  be  a  good  buy  for  many  months  to  come.  The  I937-3S 
drjf  bean  supply  is  about  2h  percent  larger  than  a  year  ago  and  prices  have  come 
down. 

As  for  fruits,  average  production  of  all  fruits  in  the  next  5  years  will 
probably  be  larger  than  the  average  for  the  5-7Car  period  just  passed.  With 
more  generous  supplies  of  fruits  in  local  stores,   the  farm  family  can  fill  out 
the  supply  from  its  own  orchard  with  fruits  not  grown  locally.     For  example, 
grapefruit  is  a,  good  fruit  to  add  to  the  market  list  for  the  farm  table.  Grape- 
fruit production  is  on  a  sharp  upward  swing.     This  winter's  crop  —  the  ' 36- 1 37 
crop,  that  is,  happens  to  he  30  percent  ahove  the  previous  5-year  average  and 
largo  grapefruit  crops  are  expected  for  the  next  5  years.    Apparent^  we  are 
to  have  more  oranges,   too.     But  the  19 3^  lemon  crop  will  he  no  larger. 

Now  to  turn  from  questions  about  food  on  the  hudget  to  automobiles. 
I  mention  the  family  car  next  to  food  because  that  is  where  it  stands  in  the 
spending  of  many  farm  families.     It  ranks  second  in  the  place  where  clothing 
used  to  stand, 

Hew  cars,  I93S  models  exhibited  at  the  fall  shows,  are  somewhat  above 
the  '37  cars  in  price.    Automobile  spending  may  slow  up  somewhat  in  '38  and  old 
cars  may  be  kept  somewhat  longer  because  of  these  higher  prices,  and  the  reported 
minor  changes  in  new  models  as  well  as  more  stringent  terms  for  financing  car 
purchases.    A  tendency  toward  more  economy  in  living,  because  of  the  autumn 
businoss  recession,  also  may  delay  car  purchases. 

As  for  gasoline  prices,   they  aren't  expected  to  change  much.     Tire  and 
tube  prices  may  rise  slightly  in  193&» 

low  here  are  a  few  tips  about  planning  for  the  family's  clothes. 

Because  of  the  lower  prices  of  raw  cotton,  next  summer's  wardrobe  should 
be  less  expensive  especially  if  the  vogue  for  cotton  dresses  continues,  and  if 
you  are  skillful  with,  your  needle.     Rayon  and  wool  prices,   too,  may  be  lower  in 
I93S  than  in  1937-     Bat  prices  of  ready-to-wear,   especially  for  men,  have  been 
going  up  in  the  past  year  and  those  garments  for  which  wages  are  important  in 
the  production  cost  may  go  up  farther  in  price  in  '38.     As  for  shoes,   they  too 
may  average  higher  in  1 38  than  in  '37. 


